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Chairperson’s report
After spending five years in a small
Free State town, the next step for a
born-and-bred city girl (having
lived in Johannesburg for over 30
years) was to find a happy balance
between big city and small town
living (and of course honouring my
husband Erik’s dream of coming
back to the land of his birth!).
Soon after moving to Windhoek in
October last year, I was fortunate
enough to meet Bronwen McPhee,
who invited me to my first coffee
morning. Slightly shy and uncertain
of what to expect, I was so happy
to be met with a hugely warm welcome from women with whom I
immediately felt connection and
kinship.
IWAN has been a source of community and support during our settling in time, and I think has shown
me one of the most important and
valuable aspects of our group. And

I am humbled by the way our members give of themselves, support the
community, and have a lot of fun in
the process!
Thanks go to Anne Daugherty for
setting a fine example of dedication
and commitment in the role of
Chair - your powers of persuasion
are very effective! Rather than try
to walk in the shoes you leave behind, I will use the valuable experiences we have shared to continue in
the spirit of collaboration, upliftment and, dare I say, love for our
fellow human beings. I am excited
and thankful to be teaming up with
a fabulous Committee for 2013 –
Judith, Rachel, Chantal, Anita,
Minna and Alli – let’s go for it and
have a ball!
Lauren Voges

News from the
Resource Center
5th Anniversary Celebrations!
Our first celebration for the 5th Anniversary of the
Resource Centre After School Care was planned for
the 14th February this year to combine with Valentine’s Day. Every year we ask Iwan members to bring
items that can go into a bag as the beginning of the
school year start up pack. Our kind and generous
members and friends donated toys, stationery, small
story books, toiletries, teddys and even kuala bears
from Clare in Australia still being handed out. Special
red bags with the logo were ready for the day. As
you can see from the pictures each child is given a RC red shirt and cap to wear on any
special day. How appropriate that it fell on Valentine’s day that we celebrated the start of
construction of a dedicated classroom on the property adjoining the Jacob Marengo
School property.
With the amazingly generous support from the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany and other donations we would not have been able to get the construction of this
classroom going last month . The builders are working so fast that it won’t be long before we will be able to do the official opening . Every week the children have been taken
across to the building site and a photo has been taken so that the children are involved in
the development of the new school. On the 14th we selected two children, Abuich and
Zonando, to cut the first sod with a special brand new spade and then Anne, Iwan chair
and Otille Abrahams, chair of Nawa and headmistress of Jacob Marengo Secondary
School, placed a special stone in the wall of the classroom where the builders had left a
space. The Resource Centre logo had been painted on the stone as well. After a few
speeches everyone released a red balloon with their name and the RC e mail address on it.
We hope this might bring a new awareness in the community of this new development.
The children are also taking care of tree saplings placed around the plot.
We ended off the afternoon with cool drinks and snacks and then we handed out the red
bags with exciting goodies. We sang a new RC song which will be sung at future gatherings.
Look out for other special 5th anniversary celebrations later in the year!
Sue Wassung

MEMBERSHIP
AND
Meeting
information

The International Women’s Association is open
to women of all nationalities. The Association aims
to offer support to newcomers to Windhoek, provide assistance to our
members and help various charitable groups in
whatever way we are
able. We meet at 10am
on most Tuesday mornings, at either a member’s
home or at one of the
many interesting venues
in and around Windhoek.

Wisdom Pre-Primary School
Officially Opens
Instead of the usual Tuesday morning coffee in swanky
Windhoek neighborhoods, many IWAN members ventured
to the informal settlement of Maxuilili/ Okahandja Park
section of Katutura, to celebrate the opening of Wisdom
Pre-Primary School and Day Care Centre. The Centre
opened its doors in January 2013 to 30 children and enrollment now totals more than 45.

The Centre came about after Albert Ndara reached out to
IWAN for financial support. He saw the need for early
childhood education long ago when he watched children
from his neighborhood wandering around without structured activities. IWAN members Fran Aylott and Anne
Daugherty took the lead in helping Albert make plans for
construction. Thanks in part to a very generous donation
we received in 2012, IWAN contributed N$25,000 to
build Wisdom Centre’s facility and some of the school’s initial educational materials. Former IWAN Chair Anne
Daugherty, also helped Mr. Ndara to register the school with the City of Windhoek and to apply for certification. IWAN
will continue to support Wisdom
Centre by providing a monthly stipend toward the purchase of fruit and
vegetables for the school’s learners.
Other organization and individuals
also helped, including Standard Bank
which provided nearly N$6,000
worth of desk, tables, chairs and
shelves, 3 Dimensional Printing,
which provided the sign, and the
Matukondjo Dolls Project (a sewing
project that has also received support
from IWAN), which made dolls for
the children. In addition, individual
donations came from Namibia, Germany, the United States, and Canada.
To meet pre-primary centre standards, Wisdom Centre still needs to
install a dry toilet, fence off the centre’s boundaries, and provide paving
stones under the shaded outdoor area.
Albert and Kativa would also like to provide one nutritious meal per day to the children. The Ndaras welcome other
partners interested in providing charitable donations to help achieve these goals. For more information about the Wisdom Centre or to make a donation, visit http://albertsdream.org.

IWAN’s 3rd Annual Achievement Award
Following the Annual General meeting, the new IWAN committee decided to award the Annual Achievement
Award (AAA) to two of the three nominated charities. The ESDA/Friendly Haven Shelter for Abused Women and
their Children and for Medical Care Transportation Costs for Ottilia Sipiwe Kamwi and her 17 month old daughter
Felecity will each get N$2,000 to pay for supply and services. The new committee took note that the membership
vote, after counting all the proxy ballots, indicated broadly even support for both of these charities. Moreover,
IWAN’s financial balance comfortably afforded supporting both charities. A little information on the two charities:
The ESDA/Friendly Haven Shelter is the only shelter
in Windhoek for abused women and their children. The
shelter was opened by the Ecumenical Social Diaconate Action (ESDA) and is now managed by a wonderful woman named Jacky, and by a Board of Directors.
The award money should be able to fix their gate,
which is not working well. This shelter is a model for
shelters all over Namibia - and it's critical that it can
operate with the utmost security possible. More information can be found at www.friendlyhaven.org .

IWAN

Charities

Medical Care Transportation Costs for Ottilia Sipiwe Kamwi and her 17 month old daughter Felecity.
Felecity requires medical treatment once a week at the
Katutura Hospital, which is abut 6 kilometers from her
home to take care of a colostomy bag (which she has
needed after surgery to remove a very large tumor) that
she must use until she is old enough to have follow-on
surgery, somewhere between the ages of 3 and 5. The
AAA would be used to fund her transportation costs, as
Ottilia's ability to work (as she once did selling food
items near Roman Catholic hospital) has been curtailed
as a result of these medical trips.

IWAN supports a host of charities, including the Katutura Old Age Home, CLaSH,
Megameno Home for Orphan’s, the Wake Up! Day Care Centre, and many others.
For more information on IWAN’s ongoing charity work please go to the IWAN web
page http://www.iwan.com.na. If anyone has any questions regarding the Charities
please feel free to ask Allison. If you would like to join the group of IWAN members
who shop and deliver food to Megameno, the Old Age Home and CLASH, please
contact Allison Thomas. We operate on a roster system, going out in pairs or on our
own.

Meet your new IWAN committee!
Chair (also press liaison)

Lauren Voges,

chair@iwan.com.na

Charity (all things charity)

Allison Thomas,

charityprojects@iwan.com.na

Membership/Cash Box/
Hospitality (reimbursements &
payments & memberships)

Chantal Gerritsen,

hospitality@iwan.com.na

Resource Centre (all things RC)

Anita Bijman,

resourcecentre@iwan.com.na

Secretary/Social Media email POC/
(IWAN communication)

Rachel Schmidt,

secretary@iwan.com.na,
pressrep@iwan.com.na

Treasurer

Fran Aylott,

treasurer@iwan.com.na

Vice Chair (social events, etc.)

Judith Gold,

vicechair@iwan.com.na

Weaver Editor (edits monthly
newsletter & back-up webmaster)

Minna Wäljas,

weavereditor@iwan.com.na

New Book Club Has Formed!
IWAN members and others are meeting about once a month in the evenings over some good food and drink to discuss books. The first meeting
took place on Monday, February 25th at Judith Gold’s home, with ten ladies, to discuss The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window and Disappeared. Next meeting is tentatively planned for April
11th, at Sandra Wint’s home. The selected book is The White Masai, by Corinne
Hofmann. Reading the book is not required but highly recommended! Interested individuals can contact Judith Gold at vicechair@iwan.com.na.

Have you discovered something new in Windhoek or Namibia? Are you doing
something interesting? Any special travel tips? Anything else you would like to
share with IWAN members? Please feel free to contribute news and articles to the
Weaver. Please email contributions to Minna Wäljas" weavereditor@iwan.com.na
and Judith Gold vicechair@iwan.com.na.

ADVERTISING
A reminder that all advertising must go through IWAN secretary (e-mail secretary@iwan.com.na). If you wish not to receive
these e-mails, please unsubscribe with secretary directly. Advertising costs will be N$30.00 for members and N$50.00 for non
-members.
LAST BUT NOT LEAST, A BIG THANK YOU TO THE OUTGOING COMMITTEE MEMBERS, ESPECIALLY
ANNE, BRONWEN, AND JANIE, FOR YOUR DEDICATION, PERSEVERANCE AND ALL THE HARD WORK.
WE WILL TRY OUR BEST TO FOLLOW THE EXCELLENT EXAMPLES YOU SET. WE ARE GLAD THAT AT
LEAST TWO OF YOU ARE STILL HERE TO HELP GUIDE US.
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BIRTHDAYS
MARCH

2013

6th of March Kate du Toit
11th of March Alisa Amupolo
13th of March Britta Hoffmann and Petra Post
17th of March Sandra Wint
20th of March Tula Angst
26th of March Stephanie Posner

AGM 2013

For more information,
photos and upcoming
events see:
www.iwan.com.na

A unique collection of products, full of
energy, colour and passion for Namibia.

